WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen, 
comprising: 

means for accessing a plurality of information sources; 

means for generating a display screen template, said display screen template 
including at least one control, each said at least one control having at least one function 
associated therewith, said display screen template including at least one status indicator; 

means for storing a display screen function database associated with said display 
screen template, said display screen function database containing at least one record of a 
function associated with a control on said display screen template, said display screen 
function database containing at least one record of a status indicator threshold; 

means for selectively activating said status indicator based on information located 
in at least one of said information sources and on at least one status indicator threshold; 
and 

means responsive to a control on said display screen template, for invoking a 
function associated with said control on said display screen template upon activation of 
said control. 

2. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 1 , further comprising means for user authentication for controlling 
access to predetermined information sources based on user identification information. 

3. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 1, wherein said display screen template includes a display region 
for presenting selected information to a user upon activation of said control. 

4. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 3, further comprising means, responsive to activation of said 
control, for generating a three-dimensional image based on data stored in at least one of 
said plurality of information sources and presenting said three-dimensional image in said 
display region. 
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5. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 4, wherein said mean for generating a three-dimensional image is 
capable of generating a three-dimensional image of an object having visual attributes 
thereof show a relationship between data stored in at least one of said plurality of 
information sources and at least a portion of said object. 

6. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 3, further comprising means for retrieving a three-dimensional 
image from one of said plurality of information sources and presenting said three- 
dimensional image in said display region. 

7. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 1, wherein said function is an operation selected from the group 
consisting of a hyperlink, a script, a program, and a query. 

8. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 1, wherein said at least one record of a function associated with a 
control on said display screen template contains a plurality of status indicator thresholds 
associated with a single status indicator, and 

wherein said means for selectively activating said status indicator differentially 
activates said status indicator depending on a relationship between said information 
located in at least one of said information sources and a corresponding one of said 
plurality of status indicator thresholds. 

9. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 1, wherein said status indicator is capable of displaying more than 
two status indications. 

10. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality 
display screens comprising: 

means for accessing a plurality of information sources; 

means for generating a plurality of display screen templates, each display screen 
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template including at least one control, each control having at least one function associated 
therewith, each display screen template including at least one status indicator; 

means for storing a plurality of display screen function databases, each display 
screen function database being associated with a respective one of said plurality of display 
screens, each display screen function database containing at least one record of a function 
associated with a control on said respective one of said plurality of display screens, each 
display screen function database containing at least one record of a status indicator 
threshold associated with a status indicator control on said respective one of said plurality 
of display screens; 

means for selecting one of said plurality of display screen templates for display; 

means for selectively activating a status indicator on said selected one of said 
plurality of display screen templates based on information located in at least one of said 
information sources and on at least one status indicator threshold; and 

means responsive to a control on said selected one of said plurality of display 
screen templates, for invoking a function associated with said control upon activation of 
said control. 

11. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordeuice with claim 10, further comprising means for user 
authentication for controlling access to predetermined information sources based on user 
identification information. 

12. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 10, wherein each said display screen template 
includes a display region for presenting selected information to a user upon activation of 
said control. 

13. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 12, further comprising means, responsive to 
activation of said control, for generating a three-dimensional image based on data stored in 
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at least one of said plurality of information sources and presenting said three-dimensional 
image in said display region. 

14. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 13, wherein said mean for generating a three- 
dimensional image is capable of generating a three-dimensional image of an object having 
visual attributes thereof show a relationship between data stored in at least one of said 
plurality of information sources and at least a portion of said object.. 

15. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 12, further comprising means for retrieving a 
three-dimensional image from one of said plurality of information sources and presenting 
said three-dimensional image in said display region. 

16. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance v^th claim 10, wherein said function is an operation selected 
from the group consisting of a hyperlink, a script, a program, and a query. 

17. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 10, wherein said at least one record of a function 
associated with a control on said respective one of said plurality of display screen 
templates contains a plurality of status indicator thresholds associated with a single status 
indicator, and 

wherein said means for selectively activating a status indicator on said selected one 
of said plurality of display screen templates differentially activates said status indicator 
depending on a relationship between said information located in at least one of said 
information sources and a corresponding one of said plurality of status indicator 
thresholds. 

18. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 10, wherein said status indicator is capable of 
displaying more than two status indications. 



43 



19. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 10, further comprising means for linking an 
intermediate datasource to at least one additional information source, and 

wherein at least one of said plurality of information sources is an intermediate 
datasource. 

20. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 1 9, further comprising means, responsive to 
activation of said control, for displaying information based on information obtained from 
at least one of said plurality of information sources, in said display region. 

21 . A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 19, further comprising means, responsive to 
activation of said control, for displaying information based on information obtained from 
said intermediate datasource, in said display region. 

22. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 21, wherein said means for linking said 
intermediate datasource to at least one additional information source obtains information 
from said at least one additional information and stores said thus obtained information in 
said intermediate datasource. 

23. A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of 
display screens in accordance with claim 21, wherein said means for linking said 
intermediate datasource to at least one additional information source periodically obtains 
information from said at least one additional information and stores said thus periodically 
obtained information in said intermediate datasource. 

24. A method of business collaboration using a computer-based system for 
presenting information display screens, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a computer-based system that can be accessed by a plurality of users; 
interfacing said computer-based system with a plurality of information sources so 
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that at least a portion of said plurality of information sources are commonly accessible by 
at least a portion of said plurality of users; 

presenting to a plurality of users an information display screen including at least 
one status indicator and at least one control, each said at least one control having at least 
one function associated therewith; 

reading a display screen function database associated with said display screen 
template, said display screen function database containing at least one record of a function 
associated with a control on said display screen template, said display screen function 
database containing at least one record of a status indicator threshold; 

selectively activating said status indicator based on information located in at least 
one of said information sources and on at least one status indicator threshold; and 

responding to a control on said display screen template, for invoking a function 
associated with said control on said display screen template upon activation of said 
control. 

25. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen, 
comprising: 

a computer; 

an interface device adapted to connect said computer to a plurality of information 
sources including an intermediate datasource; 

a data link for providing a link between an information source and an intermediate 
datasource so that information in an information source can be provided to said 
intermediate datasource; 

a computer readable medium containing computer executable code for generating a 
display screen template on said computer, said display screen template including at least 
one control, each said at least one control having at least one function associated 
therewith, said display screen template including at least one status indicator; 

a computer storage device for storing a display screen function database associated 
with said display screen template, said display screen function database containing at least 
one record of a function associated with a control on said display screen template, said 
display screen function database containing at least one record of a status indicator 
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threshold; and 

wherein said computer readable media containing computer executable code 
additionally includes computer executable code for: 

selectively activating said status indicator based on information located in 
at least one of said information sources and on at least one status indicator threshold, and 

responding to activation of a control on said display screen template, for 
invoking a function associated with said control on said display screen template upon 
activation of said control. 

26. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 25, wherein said computer readable media containing computer 
executable code additionally includes computer executable code for responding to 
activation of said control by generating a three-dimensional image based on data stored in 
at least one of said plurality of information sources and presenting said three-dimensional 
image in said display region. 

27. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 26, wherein said at least one record of a function associated with a 
control on said display screen template contains a plurality of status indicator thresholds 
associated with a single status indicator, and 

wherein said computer readable media containing computer executable code 
additionally includes computer executable code for selectively activating said status 
indicator differentially depending on a relationship between said information located in at 
least one of said plurality of information sources or said intermediate datasource and a 
corresponding one of said plurality of status indicator thresholds. 

28. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen, 
comprising: 

means for accessing a plurality of information sources, at least one of said 
information sources being an intermediate datasource; 

means for linking said intermediate datasource to at least one additional 
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information source; 

means for generating a display screen template, said display screen template 
including at least one control, each said at least one control having at least one function 
associated therewith, said display screen template including at least one status indicator; 

means for storing a display screen function database associated with said display 
screen template, said display screen function database containing at least one record of a 
function associated with a control on said display screen template, said display screen 
function database containing at least one record of a status indicator threshold; 

means for selectively activating said status indicator based on information located 
in at least one of said information sources and on at least one status indicator threshold; 
and 

means responsive to a control on said display screen template, for invoking a 
function associated with said control on said display screen template upon activation of 
said control. 

29. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 28, further comprising means for user authentication for controlling 
access to predetermined information sources based on user identification information. 

30. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 28, wherein said display screen template includes a display region 
for presenting selected information to a user upon activation of said control. 

31. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 30, further comprising means, responsive to activation of said 
control, for generating a three-dimensional image based on data stored in at least one of 
said plurality of information sources and presenting said three-dimensional image in said 
display region. 

32. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 3 1 , wherein said mean for generating a three-dimensional image is 
capable of generating a three-dimensional image of an object having visual attributes 
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thereof show a relationship between data stored in at least one of said plurality of 
information sources and at least a portion of said object. 

33. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 30, further comprising means for retrieving a three-dimensional 
image from one of said plurality of information sources and presenting said three- 
dimensional image in said display region. 

34. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 28, wherein said function is an operation selected from the group 
consisting of a hyperlink, a script, a program, and a query. 

35. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 28, wherein said at least one record of a fimction associated with a 
control on said display screen template contains a plurality of status indicator thresholds 
associated with a single status indicator, and 

wherein said means for selectively activating said status indicator differentially 
activates said status indicator depending on a relationship between said information 
located in at least one of said information sources and a corresponding one of said 
plurality of status indicator thresholds. 

36. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 27, wherein said status indicator is capable of displaying more than 
two status indications. 

37. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 27, fiirther comprising means, responsive to activation of said 
control, for displaying information based on information obtained from at least one of said 
plurality of information sources, in said display region. 

38. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 27, further comprising means, responsive to activation of said 
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control, for displaying information based on information obtained from said intermediate 
datasource, in said display region. 

39. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 38, wherein said means for linking said intermediate datasource to 
at least one additional information source obtains information from said at least one 
additional information and stores said thus obtained information in said intermediate 
datasource. 

40. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 38, wherein said means for linking said intermediate datasource to 
at least one additional information source periodically obtains information from said at 
least one additional information and stores said thus periodically obtained information in 
said intermediate datasource. 

41 . A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen, 
comprising: 

a computer; 

an interface device adapted to connect said computer to a plurality of information 
sources; 

a computer readable medium containing computer executable code for generating a 
display screen template, said display screen template including at least one control, each 
said at least one control having at least one function associated therewith, said display 
screen template including at least one status indicator, said display screen template further 
including a display region for presenting selected information to a user upon activation of 
said control; 

a computer storage device for storing a display screen function database associated 
with said display screen template, said display screen function database containing at least 
one record of a function associated v^th a control on said display screen template, said 
display screen function database containing at least one record of a status indicator 
threshold; and 
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wherein said computer readable media containing computer executable code 
additionally includes computer executable code for: 

selectively activating said status indicator based on information located in 
at least one of said information sources and on at least one status indicator threshold, and 
responding to activation of a control on said display screen template, for 
generating a multi-axis scorecard display based on data stored in at least one of said 
plurality of information sources and presenting said scorecard display in said display 
region upon activation of said control. 

42. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 41, further comprising a data link for providing a link between an 
information source and an intermediate datasource so that information in an information 
source can be provided to said intermediate datasource, and 

wherein said interface device is adapted to connect said computer to a plurality of 
information sources including an intermediate datasource. 

43. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 42, wherein said computer executable code for generating a multi- 
axis scorecard display is adapted to generate a multi-axis scorecard display based on data 
stored in at least one of said plurality of information sources and on data stored in said 
intermediate datasource. 

44. A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 41, wherein said computer executable code for generating a multi- 
axis scorecard display is adapted to generate a multi-axis scorecard display based on data 
stored in at least two of said plurality of information sources. 

45. In a computer-based system for presenting a plurality of display screens, 
each display screen including at least one control, each control having at least one function 
associated therewith, a method for generating a custom display screen comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a plurality of display screen function databases, each display screen 
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function database being associated with a respective one of a plurality of display screens, 
each display screen function database containing at least one record of a function 
associated with a control for said respective one of said plurality of display screens; 

providing a custom display screen template having at least one undefined control; 

selecting an undefined control on said custom display screen template; 

receiving a first user request for specific functionality on a custom display; 

identifying a first data source which relates to the first user request for specific 
functionality; 

exporting data from said first data source into an intermediate data source; 

prototyping a function which relates to the first user request for specific 
functionality and said intermediate data source; 

associating said selected undefined control with said prototype function; 

updating a display screen fiinction database associated with said custom display 
screen template with a record corresponding to said prototyped function; 

receiving user feedback on said prototype function; 

modifying said prototype function to change a data relationship thereof from said 
intermediate data source to said first data source and updating said custom display screen 
function database associated with said custom display screen template with a record 
corresponding to said modified prototyped function; and 

saving said display screen function database associated wdth said custom display 
screen template for production use. 

46. A method for generating a custom display screen in accordance with claim 
45, further comprising the steps of: 

selecting a record of a function associated with a control for said respective one of 
said plurality of display screens from one of said plurality of display screen function 
databases; 

selecting an undefined control on said custom display screen template; 
associating said selected undefined control with said selected record of a function 
associated with a control; and 
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updating a display screen function database associated with said custom display 
screen template with a record corresponding to said selected record of a function. 

47. A method for generating a custom display screen in accordance with claim 
45, further comprising the steps of: 

selecting an undefined status indicator on said custom display screen template; 

associating said selected undefined status indicator with an information parameter 
and a threshold to define a new status indicator; and 

updating a display screen function database associated with said custom display 
screen template with a record corresponding to a definition of said new status indicator. 
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